For a historian, this information fits neatly on a linear timeline of developments in military medicine. However, it is also important to understand the importance of these reforms at the time. Americans, both military and civilian, realized the progress that was being made as a source of national pride. The accomplishments were easily noticeable; between the beginning of war at Fort Sumter in 1861 and its end in 1865, the military went from having zero to 195 hospitals, with facilities for 150,000 patients. 7 The changes over this four-year period were rapid and vast. This is evident when analyzing a passage written by a New York Times correspondent in July of 1865. The unnamed writer boasts about the sheer size of the medical forces, saying at the beginning of the war "there were about one hundred commissioned medical officers in our little peace establishment of fifteen thousand men. Before the war closed we had five hundred 22 In relation to sanitation, southern surgeons found that by boiling horsehair or baking raw cotton, they could find an abundant alternative, sterile source for sutures and sponges, respectively. They also discovered that maggots placed on a gangrenous wound would eat only infected flesh, allowing for the preservation of healthy flesh without amputation. 23 On both sides of the conflict, the experimentation with new chemicals to treat wounds resulted in serious medicinal progress.
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Nitric Acid was found to be the most effective combatant to gangrene. It was an extremely painful treatment, and some thought too harsh on the already suffering patient. This remedy was often replaced with chlorine, which proved almost as useful as nitric acid and more manageable to a soldier's pain tolerance. 25 Documentation of this kind of experimentation would not only be paramount in Civil War efforts, but in coming conflicts across the world.
Out of the various theatres of war was also an increased curiosity regarding medicine.
Surgeons were getting experience with trauma surgery and medicine like never before, and their thirst for greater knowledge was growing. Smith describes this particularly well in his "Our surgeons… receive less credit than is due to them for heroic services. They have to face the peril of most loathsome and dangerous diseases; they risk their lives in efforts to drive pestilence from the camp and the hospital; they staunch the bleeding wounds of our gallant men in the thickest of the fight. The entire army of the Union can bear witness that as a class they are deliberate in council and brave among the brave in the terrible hour of battle." supplies, and searching for missing persons as a result of the war. President Lincoln himself recognized her efforts. 31 Barton dedicated the rest of her life to bettering nursing practices internationally, serving in the Franco-Prussian and Spanish-American wars. 32 Her example bettered the status of women in medicine, and medicine itself, worldwide.
While Barton is a well-known example, many women struggled under a sexist system to reform nursing practices during the Civil War. They had to prove themselves in a system where male surgeons had complete discretion over hospital proceedings and patient care. Dr. Jane E. Although the situation was better for nurses attached to military regiments, it was harder for a woman to achieve this placement. 34 Progress was, however, made for female nurses as early as 1861, when the Sanitary Commission and Surgeon General William Hammond publicly favoured accepting them over soldier nurses, because they were "more docile and efficient than men and were superior morale builders." 35 Of course, this mandate did not become publicly accepted without the hard work, dedication, and competence of many women who put their lives at stake to improve the practice of nursing. As is seen in conflicts like the First and Second
Schultz describes this challenging dynamic in her publication
World War, organization of volunteer nurses was critical to the practice of medicine and saving the lives of soldiers. Due to the efforts of women like Clara Barton and countless others like her, this custom became more commonplace and respected worldwide.
In summary, the knowledge and practices expanded in the Civil War were an important step in the modernization of medicine, domestically and abroad. Advancements made in medical practice and establishment of hospitals, sanitation, nursing, and medical understanding and knowledge during the United States Civil War were critical in the progress of the medical field, as well as saving countless lives in a war that took so many. Along with technical innovations, the public attitudes surrounding the new hospitals, the study of medicine, and women's place in medicine were greatly shaped during the period surrounding the Civil War. These attitudes and innovations quickly spread overseas. In a conflict that took more American lives than any that would follow, the Civil War fundamentally changed many things. Medicine is without a doubt one of the greatest of these reforms.
